
Abu Dhabi Film Production: Inside the 
Region's Rising Filming Hub 
Mission: Impossible – Fallout, Furious 7, Dune: Part Two, F1: The Movie — all of them filmed 
scenes in the same emirate. Abu Dhabi film production has quietly grown from a novelty 
backdrop into one of the most competitive filming destinations in the world, backed by cash 
rebates most other markets can't match. For anyone weighing where to shoot next, or which 
media production services in Dubai and the wider UAE to partner with, understanding why Abu 
Dhabi keeps winning these projects matters. 

The Rebate That Changed the Conversation 
Abu Dhabi pioneered the region's cashback rebate back in 2013, and it has kept sharpening the 
offer ever since. As of January 2025, the Abu Dhabi Film Commission raised its cashback 
rebate from 30% to a starting rate of 35%, with a sliding-scale points system that lets qualifying 
productions climb toward 50% total cashback. That single policy shift has attracted more than 
170 major international productions to the emirate over the years. 

The incentive isn't just generous on paper — it moves money. Independent research into the 
scheme found a multiplier effect where every dirham invested returns more than three times 
over into the local economy, through crew wages, equipment rental, hospitality, and local 
production services. For a mid-sized shoot, that rebate can be the difference between filming in 
Abu Dhabi or losing the project to Saudi Arabia, which introduced its own 40% cash rebate in 
2022 and has been aggressively courting the same productions. 

Infrastructure That Now Rivals Established Studios 
Abu Dhabi Moviemedia production services in dubai production used to mean stunning 
locations with limited soundstage capacity. That has changed. The twofour54 backlot spans 
roughly 300,000 square meters and includes five standing sets, construction areas, and onsite 
crew support, while a newer studio complex at Yas Creative Hub adds eleven soundstages and 
six additional standing sets across more than 100 acres. 

A few numbers put the scale in context: 

●​ Abu Dhabi is now home to more than 800 locally-based media companies, over 300 of 
which are production-specific 

●​ A freelancer talent pool of roughly 1,000 crew members supports productions without 
needing to fly in an entire team 

●​ The region overall now counts 13 operational virtual-production LED-volume stages, with 
five located in the UAE 

https://zainimedia.com/video-production-abu-dhabi/


That combination of location variety, soundstage capacity, and a growing local crew base is 
what lets Abu Dhabi compete directly with more established production hubs, rather than simply 
offering scenery for a few establishing shots. 

What a Recent Production Actually Looked Like on the 
Ground 
F1: The Movie is a useful case study for how these pieces fit together. The production filmed 
across 29 days in Abu Dhabi, engaging 284 local crew members plus interns through the 
Creative Media Authority's talent development programs, with locations spanning Yas Marina 
Circuit, Zayed International Airport, and twofour54 Studios. Local production services were 
delivered by an Abu Dhabi-based production partner rather than an imported crew, which is 
precisely the model the rebate program is designed to encourage. 

That project illustrates a pattern worth noting for smaller productions too: Abu Dhabi's 
ecosystem now supports meaningful local hiring and training, not just location scouting. 
Productions that lean into that — hiring locally, training through CMA programs — tend to see 
smoother approvals and stronger community support on set. 

Choosing the Right Partner for an Abu Dhabi Shoot 
Navigating rebate applications, permits, and location access requires local expertise that most 
international productions don't have in-house. A production working with established media 
production services Dubai or Abu Dhabi typically handles: 

●​ Rebate application paperwork and the points-based qualification process 
●​ Location permits, including sensitive sites that require additional government 

coordination 
●​ Crew sourcing from the local freelancer pool to meet local-hire requirements 
●​ Equipment logistics, since importing gear across borders can slow a shoot considerably 

Productions that skip this step and try to self-manage the rebate process often lose weeks to 
paperwork that a local fixer would have handled in days. 

Conclusion 
Abu Dhabi film production isn't a passing trend — it's a deliberately engineered ecosystem of 
rebates, studios, and talent designed to compete with Hollywood and the wider Gulf. Between 
the enhanced 35%-to-50% cashback structure, the expanding soundstage capacity, and a 
growing bench of trained local crew, the emirate has built a genuine alternative to shooting in 
more traditional markets. If you're scoping a project here, start by talking to teams offering 
established media production services in Dubai who already know how the rebate and 
permitting process actually works on the ground. 

https://zainimedia.com/


FAQs 
1. How much can a production save through Abu Dhabi's film rebate? 
Qualifying productions can access a cashback rebate starting at 35%, rising to as much as 50% 
under the sliding-scale points system introduced for productions applying from 2025 onward. 

2. What kinds of productions qualify for the rebate? 
The program covers feature films, television dramas, commercials, and music videos, provided 
the production meets the qualifying spend and local-hire criteria set by the Abu Dhabi Film 
Commission. 

3. Does Abu Dhabi have enough studio infrastructure for large 
productions? 
Yes. The twofour54 backlot alone covers around 300,000 square meters with multiple standing 
sets, and a newer complex at Yas Creative Hub adds eleven soundstages across more than 
100 acres. 

4. How does Abu Dhabi compare to Saudi Arabia for film incentives? 
Saudi Arabia offers a 40% rebate, higher than Abu Dhabi's base rate, but Abu Dhabi's points 
system can push qualifying productions up to 50%, alongside a more mature crew base and 
existing studio infrastructure. 

5. Do I need a local partner to film in Abu Dhabi? 
It's strongly recommended. Local production partners manage rebate applications, permits, and 
crew sourcing — steps that are difficult to navigate remotely and can significantly delay a shoot 
without local expertise. 
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