
The Beauty of the Shadow: Designing for 
Dark Spaces 

 
Imagine a corner of your garden where the summer heat cannot reach. It is cool, green, 

and serene. The light filters through the canopy of a maple tree, dappling the ground in 

soft patterns. Ferns unfurl their delicate fronds, and the broad, blue-green leaves of 

hostas catch the stray beams of sun. This is the beauty of a shade garden. Larkin 

Landscape and Design uses the unique conditions of low light to create atmospheric 

retreats that are distinct from the bright, busy energy of the sunny lawn. 

In the shade, texture becomes the primary language of design. Without the riot of 

colorful blooms found in full sun, we rely on the interplay of foliage. The feathery 

texture of an astilbe contrasts with the glossy, round leaf of a wild ginger. Variegated 

leaves bring splashes of white and cream that seem to glow in the dim light. It is a 

subtle, sophisticated palette that invites closer inspection. 

Hardscaping in the shade takes on a different character as well. Moss growing between 

flagstones adds a sense of age and permanence. A small water feature creates sound 

that seems louder and clearer in the quiet of the trees. In the context of Landscape 

Design in Central Iowa, these shaded alcoves become the most coveted spots during 

the humid summer months. They are natural air conditioners. 

Designing for shade is not about limitation; it is about curation. It is about creating a 

mood of tranquility and introspection. It turns the "dark corner" into the "secret 

garden." 

Let us help you discover the beauty in the shadows. Reach out to begin the design 

process. 

https://www.larklandscape.com/ 
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